peculiar to any particular age, and both sexes are equally affected.
The infant as well as the octogenarian may suffer from it.
The cause is nearly always constipation. In a few diarrhoea, and in others overstretching the sphincters during operations in the anal region, may be the cause. In these latter cases the aftermath is worse than the preceding condition. Parturition is the cause in other cases. In the cases due to constipation, the hard faeces catch 011 Haemorrhoids are very common companions, and in these cases the anus is usually narrower than normal. Constipation, the initial cause in most cases, becomes ultimately part of the condition in all.
In children the parts must be kept scrupulously clean.
Before the bowels move a little vaseline should be inserted into the anus, and the anus washed before the bowel has completely retracted. Under this treatment all my cases have been cured.
It must be remembered that, although the ulcer has healed, the child for a long time afterwards is frightened to evacuate. This is best treated by extravagant praise after the child has performed the act, and by ignoring it when the act has not been performed.
In the adult, many of these cases, if seen before the fissure has become chronic, can be cured by the use of a lubricant before evacuation and cleanliness after it.
In both children and grown-ups, the bowels must 
